AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Claims 1-19 (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A reproduction apparatus which reads and reproduces audio 
information and another kind o f other information^ from a record ing medium where the audio 
information and another kind o f the other information are recorded, characterized in that: 
the reproduction apparatus includes, the reproduction apparatus comprising: 

a reading moans section for readin g, from the recording medium, the audio information 
from the record medium, and reading, from the record medium, another kind o f and the other 
information! recorded in a different position , on the recording medium, from the-a_position of the 
audio information, information; 

a capacity-lowering moans section for lowering the-a_capacity of the audio information 
read by the reading moans, section; 

an audio storing means -section for storing the audio information having a lowered 
capacity; whose capacity is low e r e d by the capacity lowering means, 

an audio reproducing taean s-section for reproducing the audio information stored in the 
audio storing moans. section; 

an another kind of information other information storing means section for storing another 
kind o ft he other information read by the reading means rsection; and 

an another kind of information other information reproducing means section for 
reproducing another kind o f the other information stored in the another kind of informatio n other 
information storing means; section, wherein 

the audio information includes first audio information q nformation and second audio 
information which is the second audio information being continuously reproduced after the first 
audio information; and 

the capacity-lowering means section lowers the capacity of the first audio information 
read by the reading means sectiony -se -, such that the reading of t he second audio information is 
complotod read b efore the-reproduction of the first audio information is completed, fe -during t he 
a_period of time when another kind o f the other information is reproduced by the another kind 
ef- other information reproducing mean ssection, and outputs a part of the first audio information 
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having the lowered capacity and a different part of the first audio information not having the 
lowered capacity, such that a capacity- lowering ratio, at a boundary between the part of the first 
audio information having the lowered capacity and the different part of the first audio 
information not having the lowered capacity, gradually changes. 

21. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 20, 
characterized in that another kind o ft he other information is at least either of image information 
and-or video information. 

22. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 20, 
characterized in that the capacity-lowering means section lowers the-a_sampling frequency of the 
audio information read by the reading means section . 

23. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 20, 
characterized in that the capacity-lowering Efteaft ssection reduces the-a_quantization bit number 
of the audio information read by the reading meaft ssection . 

24. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 20, 
characterized in that the capacity-lowering mean ssection detects at least one of athe silent 
interval, an interlude interval, a_prelude interval and avoiceless interval ef-inthe audio 
information read by the reading moans section , and lowers the capacity of only the part which 
corresponds to at least the one of the silent interval, the interlude interval, the prelude interval 
and the v oiceless interval. 

25. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 20, 
characterized in that the capacity-lowering moans section changes the capacity-lowering ratio in 
accordance with athe-sound volume of the audio information read by the reading means section . 

26. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 20, 
characterized in that the capacity-lowering moans section changes the capacity-lowering ratio in 
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accordance with at least either of the quantity of a change in the sound pitch and-or the quantity 
ef a change in the sound loudness of the audio information read by the reading moans section . 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 20, 
characterized in that the capacity-lowering means section changes the capacity-lowering ratio of 
the audio information read by the reading means section , based on the storage capacity of the 
audio storing moans section . 

29. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 20, 
characterized in that the recording medium., where the audio information and another kind of the 
other information arc recorded^ is a disk-shaped rotary record ing medium. 

30. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 29, 
characterized in that m-on the disk-shaped rotary recording medium, information is recorded 
using one of a magnetic phenomenon, an optical phenomenon, an electrical phenomenon and a 
combination of some of these phenomena. 

31. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 30, 
characterized in that the reading moans section includes a head,,, which executes a scan on the 
disk-shaped rotary recording medium and reads information recorded thoroon on the medium 
using one of a magnetic phenomenon, an optical phenomenon, an electrical phenomenon and a 
combination of some of these phenomena. 

32. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 31, 
characterized in that the capacity-lowering means section changes the capacity-lowering ratio of 
the audio information read by the reading means section , based on the movement speed of the 
head. 
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33. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 32, 
characterized in that the capacity-lowering means section changes the capacity-lowering ratio of 
the audio information read by the reading means section , based on athe movement speed of the-a 
head and the-a_storage capacity of the audio storing means section . 

34. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus according to claim 29, 
characterized in that the capacity-lowering means section changes the capacity-lowering ratio of 
the audio information read by the reading means section , based on the position on the recording 
medium in which w here the audio information is recorded and the position on the recording 
medium in which w here the another kind o f other information is recorded. 

35. (Currently Amended) A reproduction processing circuit which reproduces audio 
information and another kind o f other information read from a record ing medium where the audio 
information and another kind o f the other information are recorded, characterized in that: 

th e r e production proc e ssing circuit includes, t he reproduction processing circuit comprising: 

an information deciding section for deciding wkreh -wh ether the information read from 
the recording medium is, the is the audio information or another kind o f the other information^ 

a capacity-lowering section fo r lowering a capacity of the audio information and storing 
the audio information having a lowered capacity in an audio storing section , if the decision is 
mad eit is determined that the information read from the record medium is the audio information, 
then lowering the capacity of the audio information and storing the audio information whoso 
capacity is lowered in an audio storing section,; and 

an expanding section for expanding the audio information stored in the audio storing 
section; section, wherein 

the audio information includes first audio information q nformation and second audio 
information , the second audio information being which is continuously reproduced after the first 
audio information; and 

the capacity-lowering section lowers the capacity of the first audio information expanded 
by the expanding section, se -such that the reading of t he second audio information is completed 
read b efore the-reproduction of the first audio information is completed , and outputs a part of the 
first audio information having a lowered capacity and a different part of the first audio 
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information not having the lowered capacity, such that a capacity-lowering ratio, at a boundary 
between the part of the first audio information having the lowered capacity and the different part 
of the first audio information not having the lowered capacity, gradually changes. 



36. (Currently Amended) A reproduction method for reading and reproducing audio 
information and another kind o f other information from a record ing medium where the audio 
information and another kind o f the other information are recorded, characterized in that: 
the reproduction method includes, the reproduction method comprising: 

an audio information reading step of readin g, from the recording medium, the audio 
information ; from the record medium, 

a capacity lowering step of lowering the-a_capacity of the read audio information read in 
the audio information reading step,; 

an audio storing stop of storing, in an audio storing moans section , the audio information 
having a lowered capacity; whoso capacity is lowered in the capacity lowering stop, 

an audio r e producing st e p of r eproducing the audio information stored in the audio 
storing meaa ssection , 

an another kind of information reading stop of r eading, from the recording medium, 
another kind o f the other information recorded in a different position from the-aposition of the 
audio information j nformation; 

informatio other informatio n storing moans section , another kind o f the read other information 
road in the another kind of information reading stop , and 

an another kind of information reproducing step of reproducing another kind of t he other 
information stored in the another kind of information other information storing means; , wherein 

the audio information includes first audio information j nformation and second audio 
information , the second audio information being which is continuously reproduced after the first 
audio information; and 

sprthe capacity of the read first audio information read in the 
3-is lowered, se- such that the reading of t he second audio 
information is complotod r ead b efore the-reproduction of the first audio information is 
completed, fer -during a t he-period of time when another kind o f the other information is 
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reproduce d in tho anothor - kind - of - information reproducing step , and outputs a part of the first 
audio information having the lowered capacity and a different part of the first audio information 
not having the lowered capacity, such that a capacity-lowering ratio, at a boundary between the 
part of the first audio information having the lowered capacity and the different part of the first 
audio information not having the lowered capacity, gradually changes . 

37. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable recording medium where on which a 
reproduction program is recorded , the reproduction program for reading and reproducing audio 
information and another kind o f other information from a record ing medium where the audio 
information and another kind o f the other information are recorded, characterized in that: 
the reproduction program allows a computer to function as, the reproduction program 
comprising: 

a reading moans section for readin g, from the recording medium, the audio information 
from tho record medium, and reading, from tho record medium, another kind of and the other 
informationi recorded in a different position from tfee-a_position of the audio 
information j nformation; 

a capacity-lowering taeaa ssection for lowering tke-acapacity of the audio information 
read by the reading moans. section; 

an audio storing means section for storing the audio information whose capacity is 
lowered by the capacity lowering means, having a lowered capacity; 

an audio reproducing moans section for reproducing the audio information stored in the 
audio storing moans section , 

an another kind of information other information storing means section for storing another 
kind o ft he other information read by the reading means section , and 

an another kind of informatio n other information reproducing moans section for 
reproducing another kind o f the other information stored in the another kind of informatio n other 
information storing means jsection, wherein 

the audio information includes first audio information, information and second audio 
information , the second audio information being which is continuously reproduced after the first 
audio informationt-an d, and 



7 



the capacity-lowering mcans section lowers the capacity of the first audio information 



-read b efore the-reproduction of the first audio information is completed, fer -during t he 



information other information reproducing raeaas section, and outputs a part of the first audio 
information having the lowered capacity and a different part of the first audio information not 
having the lowered capacity, such that a capacity-lowering ratio, at a boundary between the part 
of the first audio information having the lowered capacity and the different part of the first audio 
information not having the lowered capacity, gradually changes . 



read by the reading moans section , se -such that 




"-the second audio information is 




a_period of time when 



fthe other information is reproduced by the another kind of 
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